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that we are greater Bigots e 
to Novelty and the M. * LY we 
an my Ne: in Eu- ** 
itable enough to attempt redaims | „ 
, but either We had too great a Con- 155 N 
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have ſncer's at our Extravagance, L 
cuPd our falſe Taſte; in ſhott, they held up © © | 


the Glaſs to us in various Poſitions; but Rill „%% oV 
either we could not ſee the Deformit b „ 
impated to us, or Which was leſs ex 
would not ſtoop to a Correction, 
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the Imperfection and adviſed the Amend. 
ment. This falſe Steadineſs, which if | 
miſtake not, degenerates fo © Wilfulneſs, I 
pretty much of a piece with our adherin 
to the Julian Computation of Time, though 


we know the Gregorian to be more perfect, 
"Tis true, both Calculations were of the In- 
vention of F oreigners ; ; but Gregory Was a 

Pope. 
don't expect to meet with more Credit, 

or have better Succeſs than thoſe F oreigners | 
who have ſo frequently and delicately | 


touch'd upon the Subject of our Itch to ; 
every thing that is New, and Admiration 
of every thing without Meaning, provided 
it be uſher'd to us with Pomp and Noiſe. } 
No matter how empty the Caſk, if it ſounds | 
big. We are too good natur'd, or in pray 


Words, too indolent and egulons to 
ceive the Infection contain'd in the — 


a vet in gilt Paper, and ty'd round f 
with Silk. 


This Propentity we have to the Marvel. 


_ ous, puts me in Mind of what a brave, old 


Officer, who ſerved all King William and 


Q. Aus Wars, ſaid to a Friend that aſk d 
him, how it came that one of his Senſe, 
Family, Fortune and Merit had never Mar- 
_ ried? I know no Reaſon, reply'd the ſenſi- 
ble Man, except that I was not wife enough 
| to addreſs the Ladies in Pantaloons, Whil- 


— kers and a Gragadier' s Cap. 1 doubt not 
there 


- . 
oy 


1 


chere are Exceptions among the Fair, bav- 
ing known ſome Women prefer Modeſty 


and good Senſe to Rant, Impudence and 


Emptineſs; and I hope there are ſome a- 


mong the other Sex alſo, who do as heartily 


deſpiſe all vain pompous Pretenders to Rea- 
on and Virtue. . 


To theſe then, and not to eh as are 
charm'd with Senn! and Novel „ I dedicate 


my Labours. I conſult the Taſte of thoſe 
only who love and ſeek Truth and Reaſon, 
| becauſe of their own Native Force and Beau- 


ty, and who can diſtinguiſh and deſpiſe In- 


: truth let it be decked out never ſo pom- 


N and gorgeouſly. 


The Quack and Fp makes his way 


by Impudence and Noiſe, whilſt the regular 


learned Phyſician too often becomes adacri- 


fice to his own Modeſty and Merit. And 
thus it fares with Authors, and particularly 
thoſe that dabble in Politics and pretend 0 
direct and inform the Public. He who 
really wiſhes well to the Community, mo- 
deſtly and truly points out the Means of 
eaſing them of their Burden, recovering 
their Trade, aſcertaining their Freedom; he 
in ſhort, who has no View but their Intereſt, 
nor Aim but their Happineſs, ſhall bave 
his Works left unthumb'd on his Bookſeller's 
Shelves ; whilſt the vain, empty, bold, intre- 
pid afſerter of Untruth, the founder of falſe 
Supputations, and broacher of new and per- 


micious 
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deep Concern, known the Publick miſtaken 


nicious Maxims, ſhall ſee his infectious Lu: 


cubrations run into various Editions and 


* every Toilet. 


Who would be ſo end as not 


40 have read the By-STANDER and Fac- . 


Tion DETECTED, though the firſt was a 


| heap of falſe and dangerous Maxims and 
falſe Computations, and the latter, a ſcan- 


dalous impudent Libel on the Nation and 
an untenible Vindication of Meaſures gene- 


rally held to be equally wicked and injuri- 
ous? And who on the other hand would 
be ſo Uncourtly, as to take Pains to be ſet 
right, by peruſing the Antidotes (a) to theſe 
Packets of Infection? The former had the 
Ad vantage of Novelty and the Marvelous, 
the latter of Truth and Candour only. Thoſe 1 
were calculated to deceive and miſlead, in 
order to ſerve the Purpoſes of a Court and 
Miniſtry ; theſe to warn the People of their 
Danger, by expoſing the Wiles, Arts and 
Falſehoods of their maſk'd Enemies, 


J am led to the Conſideration of our 


Native Depravity, with regard to Novelty 
and the Marvelous, by the peruſal of a late 
Pamphlet call'd the PLAIN REaASONER, 

Sc. which I underitand has found its way 


to moſt Hands in Town. I have often, with 


in 


(2) A fall Auferer to the By -Stander, Ec. printed in 1743s. 
7 The Defence of the 1 &c. Anſwer to Factin 
c Det? Ped.” 


(7) 


in their Choice of Authors; but of all their 
Errors in this particular, I think their Fond- 
neſs or Approbation of this Falſe Reaſoner 
is the moſt Egregious and eee 
Here is a Writer Without any kind of Merit 
in Nature either as to Truth, Diction or 
Argument, being one continued, pompous, 
ſcurrilous, falſe heap of Rant and Rhapſody 
from the firſt Page to the laſt, except where 
he owns the. want of publick Virtue and 
growth of Corruption within the laſt half 
Century. Yet this is he who is cry'd up 
for a good Writer and a Regſoner. If Vanity 
and Declamation be good Writing; if call- 
ing all who ſhall dare diſſent from his Poſi- 
tions, Raſcals, Vermine, Wretches, Scoun- 
drels, Hirelings, &c. be a mark of Polite- 
neſs and good Writing, I admit that this 
Author carries the Bell from all I have 
ever read, I confeſs, to uſe his own Courtly | 
Epithets, that he writes with more Arro- 
gance and Impudence than any Writer ex- 
tant, which perhaps with fome may paſs 
for Elegance and Smartneſs. 
One would think that to Abuſe. and Vi- 
lify was the way to Applauſe here amongſt. 
us Engliſhmen. For ſee how familiarly our 
Reaſaner, as he calls himſelf, treats them 
in a Lump! © A Miniſter that will flou- 
'* riſh and be admir'd, muſt have ſuch a 
happy Genius and Abilities, as not only 
0 to pleaſe both Prince and People, but 


« alſo 
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„ in a „ where 
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ws 410 to eſtabliſh in their Minds a firm 


* 5 


belief that it is their reſpective Intereſts to 

be pleas'd; which is erhaps impoſſible, 
Op two Perſons 

are of a Mind, where two rarely reaſon 


. 
SS 
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Here are we call'd Brutes, mere Beaſts of 


Burden, Mules fit for nothing but- to let 
every ſwaggering Scribler impoſe upon our 
Underſtandings, and every adventrous Mi- 
niſter diſpoſe of our Lives and Fortunes as 

he pleaſes, There is no two-of us agree on 

: what wwe ould have, ar 1 18 bad far us; and be 


4+ 4 > 


Es 5 to ö Pere that their Condition ; 
would be much mended if their Debts and 

| Taxes were doubled. Inſtead of Fift Mil- 
lions cobich, he ſays we owe, we muſt increaſe 
It to 4 Thundred. F we would Thrive and 
 Flouriſh, get rid of our Debts and bang | 


FRANCE, ++ 


I doubt not that the 3 Reader 


will be fſurpriz'd that an Author, who 
addreſſes his Labours to a ſerious People, 
ſhould be admir'd by that very People for 
| abuſing them in almoſt every Page of his 


Work, and inſulting their Underſtandings 


vo treating the moſt grave and intereſting 
Subject 


e on the fame Principle, and where the ge- 
* nerality don't reaſon at all. 


Tk) 


subject! in Nature with the air of Fiction 
and Romance. What can be a greater A- 
buſe than to call a whole People Madmen, 
and Creatures without a Ks or Reaſon, 
without Virtue or Honeſtly ? What can be 
a groſſer Inſult than to tell. a People Groan- 
ing under the Preſſure of an immenſe Debt 
and exorbitant Taxes, which have already 
ruin'd their Commerce, and have hung upon 
them now almoſt half an Age, that they 
will never be happy till their Burden, the 
Clogs upon their Trade and Induſtry, and. the 
Trfluence of the Crown be doubled? 
| "This, moſt certainly, is the Scope of all 
this Author's pompous Declamation. All his 
Reaſoning, or rather his Attempts of Rea- 


1 ſoning, for there is not the leaſt Shadow of 


Argument in all his Work, but where he 
builds on falſe Calculations; "All hisLabours, 
1 ay, tend to perſuade us, that it is our In- 
tereſt to continue the War, and particularly 
a Land- Mar with France, and to double 
our Debts and Taxes in order to carry on 
ſuch a War, till France is brought upon her 

| Knees to ſue to us for Peace, as the States 
General are ſaid to have done in Cromwel's 
Days. And as this Adventurer deals in the 


Marvelbus, with which he has charm'd the 


Public, much more than i in Reaſon or Truth, 
he adviſes the purſuing France to Deſtructi- 
on; tho' unaided and unallyed. This muſt be 
is Meaning, if he have any, except the 


Fo B | making 


T4} 


making People ſtare at his Intrepidity,as the 
Mob do at Dr. R declaiming from his 
Tumbrel on Market-days, when he aſſures 


us we are not to expect the Dutch will join 
in the hazardous Undertaking. Tis plain, 


ſays he, Page 17, The Dutch, whether 
2 "R occafioned by Faction or [aftiation, of 
both, came not heartily 1 into our Alliance. 
ID Apain, Page 11, If the Dutch are at pre- 


« ſent puſillanimous, diſhearten'd, or what 
is as bad, Penſioners to France, will they 
„be leſs ſo when the French are able to 


* 


e enter on their Provinces at Pleaſure? 


There are ſome Men born with fo great 


a Stock of Arrogance and Self-ſufficiency, 
that they won't allow others to underſtand 
their own Intereſt, or even think for theim- 
|} felves. And our Author is certainly at the | 
\ Head of the firſt Claſs of theſe Diftating 
- Vizirs. He won't allow the Dutch, fo fa 
mous for their Love of Freedom, and biaſs 
to Self. intereſt, to be Judges in their Owr own 
Caſe, or ſee their Wants and Danger. They 
are, with this Dictator, Fools, Cowards, or 
| Madmen, or which is worle, 'Penfioners to 
France, whoſe Gold they love more than 
they hate her Chains. Strange, that a People 
deem'd for more than two Ages, the wiſeſt 
and braveſt in Europe, ſhould be ſtruck 
blind and lame at once by the Magic of 
French Golde! But would not a ſerious 
Man rather think this Tatler miſtaken in 


his 


(1) 
his chimerical Dread of French Shackles, * 


than believe on Tis Orett that the DCU 
are the corrupt, weak People he deſcribes 
them . 
The World is too well acquainted with 
the Wiſdom and Virtues of the Dutch, to 
take this Scribler's Word that they are re be- 
come Cowards, Idiots or Penſioners. That 
wiſe People have had enough of Wars with 
France. They have incurr'd a large Debt, 
and almoſt ruin'd their Trade by imbibing 
a Jealouſy of the Views of Franc? to ũni- 
eil Monarchy, They ſee their own In- 
Wit to male France leſs than ſhe is; and 
they are fully fatisfy'd ſhe has no Intention 
Limits on that Side which 


| might-grve them moſt Umbrage. They 
doubt Höt, as I do, that France might wiſh 


to be Miſtreſs of all the Territories to the 
” Rhine, including the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
but they are ſure ſhe never will venture the 
Extenſion of her Limits at the Riſk of confe- 
| derating all Europe againſt her. They can 
ſee that France may be as powerful at Sea 
with the Ports ſhe has now in Poſſeſſion, as 
if ſhe could add to them thoſe of Oftend and 
Ni ee Which are the only the could Set 
by the Acquiſition of Handers. | 
I would adviſe all Dealers in Politics to 
acquire a competent Knowledge in Geo- 
graphy before they venture expatiating on 
the Deſcription of Countries, and the Con- 
-D'2  -- R 
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| ( 2) 
| ſequences ariſing from the Situation of Places. 
For want of this neceſſary Knowledge, our 
pretending Reaſoner has committed many 
Abſurdities, He ſeems to admit that we 
may ſtand pretty well on our own Bottom, 
as he phraſes it, if France grows not more 
powerful at Sea than her prefent Situation 
will admit of. But infiſts, we are undone, 
inevitably loſt and ruin'd, ſhou'd ſhe be- 
come Miſtreſs of the Harbours of Oſtend 
and Nieuport. 

« If we ſuffer, (ſays this Rreauoin Ad- 
« vocate for a Land. Mar and the C—t, 
Page , and 10, France to conquer Plan- 
ders, our Fate is plain, and we have no 
: Means to prevent it, but by beating 
them, let the Riſks in other Reſpects be 
what they will“ He tells you in ano- 
ther Place, that theſe Riſks are, the Doub- 
ling your Debts and Taxes. He goes ON.— 7 
“ The Matter then reſts only to conſider 
_ « which is the beſt Way to beat them.“ |. 
Here he tells you it muſt be by Land, and 
then concludes ; *©* But if they are once 
« ſuffer'd to conquer Flanders, they will, 
* by that Acquifition, be able to ſupport 
their moſt warm Purſuits, and bid Defi- 
ance to all the Interruptions you can give 
them by Sea; and what plainly and na- 
„ tvrally follows, will have in the End a 
Naval Power, that may bid fair for the 
BONE of the Ocean,” 


cc 


cc 


Now 


( 13 ) | 
| Now had this Dabler ever ſo little a 
Smattering of Geography or Hiſtory, he 
would have known that the only Ports in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands are Oftend and 
NMieuport, both Bar'd Harbours, and there- 
fore uncapable of being made fit for the 
Reception of Ships of great Burden, much 
leſs of a Royal Navy. France has no Need 
: of theſe two paltry Ports, when ſhe has 
Dunkirk ſo near, which Tas one of the b beſt - 
Roads in Europe, and capable of being 


| 
J 
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made to receive Men of War of almoſt 
| the firſt Magnitude. "Tis hard Her to con. 
: _ ceive this Author's Meaning, unleſs he 
> means the plunging his Country into a 
" # Land-War, in order to impoveriſh us, and 
; thereby render us the more ſupple under 


. | the Rod of our H——— Taſk-maſters, 
= when he frightens us with the Conqueſt 4; 
Flanders. Suppoſing the Thing praQi- 
cable, why ſhould France be fo infinitely 
more formidable to us at Sea than ſhe is at 
preſent? The Addition of the two only 
| Flemiſh Ports ſhe could acquire could ne- 
ver add to her naval Strength, for the Rea- 
ſons given above. But (ſays our Meddler) 
| * ſhe might increaſe her Trade by the Ad- 
| 10 dition of Flanders, and by that Means 
| __*© increafe her naval Power wy the Increafe 
| « of Seamen,” 
1 Tis true, there is no being powerful at 
Sea without Seamen ; but Seamen alone 
| ee won't 
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(1453- 
-won't do it without Ports, Therefore let 
France have what Number of Seamen ſhe 
will, her naval Power can never be great 
and permanent, unleſs ſhe puts the Har- 
bour of Dunkirk into the Condition it was 
in before the Peace of Utrecht, and ſhe 
can make as good a one between that and 
Breſt. There is no Appearance that ſhe 
deſigns PU "DimFirt into its - priſtine 
| Condition, and there is not a Poflibility of 
er ever having ſuch another Port in the 
Channel, becauſe there is no Road or An- 
choring-Ground on the French Coaſt of the 
Channel, from Dunkirk to Breſt, except 
under the Cape, at the Entrance of the 
Harbour of St. Malloes, which the Trea- 
ſure of Europe, and Art of Man, could 
never turn into a Port capable of a Royal 
Navy. „„ 
. indeed may for a Spurt be pow- 
- erful at Sea, as ſhe „ a Spurs 215 of 
Levis XIV. But her Power can never be 
durable, at leaſt never formidable to Eng- 
land, without one or more ſafe Harbours 
in the Channel, Her preſent Impotence 
at Sea does not proceed 255 want of Sea- 
men, there being at this very Time Sixty 
Thouſand actually regiſter'd in the King's 
Books, which he may command at Will; 
beſides perhaps, as many more unregiſter d. 
I am not ſure but France has more Seamen 
; than Britain; but am very certain ſhe has 


enou ga 


"40 | 
enough to man more Ships of War than 
Britain has, tho' ſhe has now more in 
Number than ever was known. 

Therefore, tis not for want of Seamen, 
that France ſeems to have neglected her 
Marine, nor even for want of Wealth to 
ſupport the Expence. Tis for a Want ſhe. 
can never ſupply, the want of Ports in 
the Channel ; and becauſs ſhe is contented, 
and wauld rather increaſe her Commerce, 
than give UmbrageTo her Neighbours, by 
either an Addition of Territory, or an Aug- 

mentation of her naval Forces. © 
Trade is become the chief Object of the 
Attention of France; and we may thank 
ourſelves for the ſwift Progreſs ſhe has 
made within theſe fifty Years. We fought 


ber into Trade; it being certain, that be- 
fore the Revolution ſhe ſcarce knew what 


foreign Commerce was, and the Woollen 
Manufactare not at all. We may thank 

ourſelves therefore, for her rivaling us in 

ſome Branches, and out: ſtripping us in 

others. We would unwiſely follow the 

Advice of ſuch frothy Declaimers as our 
pretending Reaſoner, and embark in Land- 

Wars, which were, and ever will be the 

Ruin of this Nation. 

He might have gone higher than Queen 
Anne's Reign, to fix our Fondneſs for fo- 
reign Wars; but for him to ſpeak Truth 
would be ſwerving from Nature. Perhaps, 


the 


(16 ) 
the Revolution might have made it neceſ- 
ſary, or at leaſt give a Colour for our 


meddling in the Quarrels and Broils of the 
Continent. But whatever was the Cauſe 
or Motive, there is no diſputing, that our 


Itch of thruſting the Noſe into eve 


in "the Year. 1688. 


„kes (ſays this puny Politician, p, 2.) 


c 


- 


in the Reign of Queen Anne, the una- 


% nimous Opinion of Prince ind People, 
that France was too powerful, and was 


© every Day growing greater; that ſuch 


0c 


: 00 


Means, and at any Expence.” This 


Opinion was inculcated in the preceding 


Reign, when a Prince bred, and delighting 
in ers fill'd the Throne. What 


Queen Arne did was a Neceſſity upon her, 

and upon her People. Her Predeceffor + 
being over-reach'd by France in the Par- 
Ltiea-Treaty, had enter'd into an Alliance BY | 


| before his Death againſt that Crown, in 


hopes to recover by Arms what he had loſt | 


in the Cabinet. Therefore Queen Anne 


a foreed- imo a Land-War, becauſe 
France became too powerful by the Ad- 


dition of the Spaniſh Monarchy. She and 


the Nation enter'd into that War not by 


Choice, but Neceſſity. And who was it 


that brought that Neceſſity an us? 


Power ought to be check'd. by every 


Iam 
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I am far from fappofing that an Injury 
was defign'd us by the Partition- Treat 
but am "morally ſure that Charles II. of 
Spain had never made a Vill in Favour 
of a Son of France, if he had not thought 
_ himſelf profily abus'd, as he certainly was, 
by that Treaty, which was artfully laid be⸗ 
fore him by Leuis XIV. as ſoon as rati- 
fy'd. If then no ſuch Vill had been made, 
France had not got peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy ; and by Conſequence, 
we ſhould have no Need to think her more 


werful than the Treaty of Ryſwick le fe 
hes, nor declare War againſt her. = 

I have often wonder'd at the Inſagacity 
or King William's Miniſtry, for not ſee- 
ing that Lewis XIV. muſt have had the 
Crown of Spain in View, When he Wide 


—— 
” muſtfcall that Co eſcenſion, when a Man 


\ lays down the Cudgels, that has the Advan- 


tages of Skill, Strength, and Succeſs on his 
| Side. This was exactly the Caſe with 
Lewis XIV, when he gave us Peace at 
Ryfwick, He beat the Allies every-wherc, 
was always before them in the Piet; as 
France always will be in Flanders; and yet 
in the midſt of his Succeſſes he liſtens, 
nay, almoſt ſues for Peace. As Humility 
and Love of Concord were no Ingredients 
in Lewts's Character, methinks, it might 
* have been ſeen that he wanted bw be 

C diſen- 


$ 


(38) 8 
diſengag'd at the Death of Charles IL. of 


Spain, who was then in à moſt declining 
State of Health. But our Reaſoner will 


have that Peace owing to Lewis's Dread of 


our Power and Reſolution to proſecute the 
War, tho' we were unſucceſsful) almoſt 


: every-where : : © Yet in the Whole, ( ſays 


he, page 31 and 32.) “ both we and our 
« Allies were at beſt but on the Defenſive, 
« and were not ſo much fighting to lower 


the Power of France, as to preſerve our- 


< 


* 


ſelves from Slavery and Ruin; and which 


nothing but fix'd and determin'd Reſo- 
s Jutions to put all at Hazard could poſ- 


4 


ſibly avoid.” Here is a plain Confeſſion 


that we were unſucceſsful. He goes on: 
We did fo, and to ſupport ſuch Reſolves, 


„did not ſo much conſider the ſpending 


Part of our Wealth, as whether we ſhould |? 


* have any to ſpend. The French plainly | 
fſaw this, and therefore wiſely concluded, 


= 


that an advantageous Peace was. better i 
„than a hazardous War. A Peace was 
made accordingly (at Ryſwick) which in 


Effect gave the Houſe of n a very 
dangerous Acquiſition .?? 

Our Reaſaner, who knows altea as. little 
of the preſent State of Affairs as of the Mo- 
tives that induced France to give us Peace 


at Ryſaick, has his Fling at the poor Lrea- 


tv of Utrecht, which hz been the. ftanging 


Mark for all balf-flede'd Politicians tg point 


their 


(heir feeble Shafts at for many Years paſt; 
More miſrepreſented, orlels underſtood than 


Inability 'of bearing, the unequal Burden of 


own. But the deſtructive Spirit of Party \ 


fects that naturally would have accrued from 
it. By the Treaty of Commerce agreed to 
at Utrecht, we might import our Whollen | 
and all other Goods to four of the principal 
Ports of France. By this ſingle Privilege | 
we might deſtroy the Trade of France, of / 
” which the French were ſo ſenfible, that : 


Bill dropt in our Houſe of Commons. 


would for ever be a Curb upon France and 
a Security for our Navigation. This was Dun- \ 
kirk which was offer d to remain in our Hands 


_"offer'd to maintain a Garriſon of ten thouſand 


Never was püblie National Tranſaction 


that Treaty. came neceſſary from our 
the War thrown upon us by drr Allies: And | 
it procured us ſuch Advantages, would we 5 
avail outſelves of them, as would have ruin'd 
the Trade and woollen Manufactures .of | 
France, and conſequently encourag d our | 


which raged at the Time of the Conclufion \ 
of that Treaty, prevented all the good Ef- 


there were Bonfires all over the Kingdom, 
when it was known that the Commerce 


The fame injurious Party-Spirit deprived , , 
us at the fame Time, of a Pledge which 


withall its Fortifications; and the Inhabitants 


Men at their own Expence. And what was 
this Party? Who were thoſe Enemies to their }) i! 
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Country who thus, out of ſelfiſh Views, , bg; 


dane oe rs Foy Lak gere 

Bourg, Lower Alſace, every thing but ſhed- 
ing the Blood of her Grandchild, but would 
1 5 their private Ac- 
count in the Continuance of the War. 


It would be an Injuſtice to the Memories 
of thoſe who moſt oppos d and malign'd 
the Treaty of Utrecht, not to own that they 
were ſoon afterwards ſincerely lorry and. 
Effects oft. Nay, they went ſo far as to 

endeavour recovering the Miſtake they had 
committed. For upon the Acceſiion, Ap- | 


Plication was made to France; but thank 


You, the French Miniſtry knew toõ Well 
the ineſtimable Value of the Jewel we had 
ſlighted, to make us a ſecond Offer. Yet 
ſo little does this Scribler, who ſtiles himſelf 
a Reaſoner, know of that Treaty, the Mo- 
tives, Nature or Conſequences of it, that 
he falls in with the vulgar Prejudice, and 
aſſerts it to have been wicked and flagitious. 

Fortune favour'd us, (ſays he Page 2, 


{peaking of e $ Was, « the Genius 


of 


4 21 
-F of France drooped before us, their n 
4 were deſtroyed, their Fleets laid up to 
** rot, their Trade ruin'd, and their Poole 
* ſtarved: When on a Sudden, as if ſome 
« evil Spirit had poſſeſſed us, an univerſal 
“ Outcry was raiſed againſt the War, the 
« beſt Miniſtry we ever had diſmiſſed, and 
e by a Peace ſuddenly clapt up, the moſt 
« wicked and diſhonourable, that in - the 
<« Situation of Affairs could poſſibly have 
been contrived.” - 

I can never agree that the Miniſtry who 
rejected Peace at Gertruydenberg in 1709 


| were the beſt we ever had; being of Mon- 


fieur Yan Hoey's Opinion, that the beſt Mi- 
niſter was he who confider'd Peace as the 


greateſt Bleſſing for all Countries and all | 


States, and War, on the Contrary, . as the 
_ greateſt of all Evils. But I ma provoke 
my Reaſoning Antagoniſt, ſhould? ts take up- 
on me to judge of the Actions of Miniſters. 
Every Engliſhman, (ſays he Page 13.) is 
« a Politician, and conceives he has a Right 
** to judge of public Affairs; not becauſe 
6 he underſtands them, but denn he has 
<« Liberty to ſay and think what he pleaſes.” 
——Thoug ht — 1 is free, and will be ſo 
in fight: of Penal Laws, ſo multiply'd of 
late ; but I deny that a Man may ſay what 
he pleaſes, unleſ he would incur the hea- 
vy Penaltics inflicted. by thoſe Laws. Now 
might 1 ſpeak my Mind with Safety, | : 
cou 
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could point out a better Remedy than wil 
and double Taxes for the Cure of all our 


ils. 1 could ſhew how we might keep 


Franc within proper Bounds without hav- 


ing Recburſe to Arms; how one might be 


Arbiters of the Continent without involvin; 
our ſelves in any of its Quarrels; how we 


might ihlarge our Trade and pay off out 
| Debts, and yet leflen our Taxes ; and ſecure 
our Religion and Liberties, and yet abrogate 
many of thoſe Laws that ſeem to ſecure 


both, but which in "Reality have a quite 


Wn Scheme be more Ftifible than ours? 
You are fot continuing the War with France, 
and without the Dutch too, till the be rez 
_ duced ; and you are for doubling our Debts 
and Tax& to carry on that War. Whereas 
1 could reduce France_within. ſafe Bounds 
Without an 
for doubſing our Taxes, I would leſſen them 
one half, the very firſt Year ; you would 
plunge us into a Debt of one hundredMillions 
inſtead of fifty we owe; but I would put the 
Pifty in ſuch a Way of Payment as ſhould 
de agreeable to the Proprietors and not be 


"i other Effect. 


And now, my flimſy Reaſzner, would not 


pence. whatever, You' are 


burdenſome. to the Induſtrious. You are 


for a General Exciſe, in order, as you would 
OY ſpeciouſſy inſinuate, to oblige the Crown 
or Miniſtry to part with the vaſt Power 
ariſing from the Collection of our various 


Tares ; 
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Taxes ; but I could find a Way for gente 
ing the Subjects from any ill Effe of this 


ciſe. Nay, 1: nl point ery he "Means 
tho” the ExOHRs now 3 in being ſhquld be 
taken away 145 
But I am t yed down to Silence whilſt 
you are at tyll Liberty. What I, would 
ſay. tepds to. the public Good, therefore 
could not expect that a vicious, corrupt 
People, ſuch as yon repreſent this Nation, 
would hear my Advice with Patience, or 
follow it if they did. But you, though you 
tax them with Corruption, may reckon 
chat any Thing from you will be well re. 
geiv d, becauſe you deal in the Marvelous, 
and conſult their Tafte, I could ſhew them 
that the Way to true Happineſs was by the ( 
Gates of Juſtice and Virtue, and that the 
Journey was eaſy. and ſafe, and attended 
with no Manner of Expence. But your 
4 Road to Bliſs, deing more to their Gouſt, 
x they are-like to follow, tho' attended with 
vaſt Expence and a thouſand Dangers, 
I need not point out my pacifick Scheme 
to ſo profound a Stateſman as you proclaim 
Hauffe! to be. Lou can ſee it with half | 
an Eye, and may, ou PIT: ih 
It, tho" T dark not. But Heber you ſhould 
do mie that Hohour, let me warn you, 
that a Standing Army either at home, or 
i Flanders, is no Part of my Scheme. 1 


am 


— — . ——— — — 
— — — —_ — 8 A < 


„Affairs not to know, that conſidering 


« Enemy's landing. 
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am ſo great an Enemy to an uſeleſs Stand- 
ing Corps of any Kind among a Free and 
Induſtrious People, that my Scheme con- 
trives how we may get rid of our Army of 
Drones employ'd in the Collection of our 


numerous Taxes. I am one of thoſe pe- 


remptory Scriblers, you deſcribe, Page 45, 


who think our Navy ſufficient to ſecure us 
from all foreign Invaſions of any Conſe- 
quence ; and our Militia, properly regu- 
lated, able to drive back into the Sea any 


mall Parties that may ſteal in upon us by 
the Favour of Storms or Fog. 
But you fay, Page 43, We had a Fleet 


* when King William landed at Torbay, 


and fo we had but the other Day in the 


* Downs, when the French lay almoſt in 


Sight of it; yet to what Purpoſe? King 


« William did land, and the French might 


do fo, if their Intentions and Prepa- 


« rations had been fo ſuited: And a Man 
„ muſt be a great Stranger to Maritime 


Part of our Fleet, great as it is, muſt 
* always be employ'd at a Diſtance, thoſe 
« which remain at home, were they twice 
« as many, are inſufficient to prevent an 


« 


The Prince of Orange did not invade; 


but came at the earneſt Requeſt of the 


whole People; nay, came with the Good- 
will of the very Officers and Seamen of our 
5 oo Navy. 


1 
Will; you then, or can you draw 
0 Ubpclußons in Favour of a Standing 


Army from the landing in 1688? And 
what can 1 infer from the hovering of 


Fourteen rench Men of War laſt Win- 
ter in the Channel ? It is well known they 
came out of Breſt with a View of facili- 
tating the Deſigns of France on Oſtend. 
But, ſuppoſe they could. ſteal two or three 
Thouſand Men upon us, which is the moſt 
they could do, would it not be facrificing 
; my of -their Men, whom they could 
ot poſſibly either, ſupply, or carry off a- 
* ? But why ſhall you deem a Man a 
Stranger to Maritime Affairs, that ſhould 
think it impracticable for an Enemy to 
invade us with ſuch Numbers, as he might 
reaſonably promiſe himſelf Succeſs from, 
while we are ſuperior at Sea? Thirty or 
| forty Thouſand is the leaſt Number could 
be lein to invade ſo populous an Iſland as 
Britain; and one Fourth at leaſt of theſe 
ſhould be Cavalry, Now to tranſport ſuch _ 
an Army, with the Neceſſaries proper for 
them, there muſt be five or ſix hundred 
Tranſports, and the Preparations muſt take 
up three or four Months at leaſt, If you can 
think it probablewe ſhould not be prepar'd, 
and powerful enough at Sea to oppoſe ſuch 
an Embarkation, you muſt ſuppoſe us all 
aſleep, or ſo corrupted by foreign Gold, as 
to Prefer Chains to Liberty. The Prince 


D of 


(26) 
of Orange, tho' he came but with 13006 
Men, was ſix Months preparing, and had 
above four hundred Sail of Tranſports. And 
had there not been Defection in King 


3 James s Fleet, the Prince had not dared 


venture to Sea, nor had his Army, or any 
Part of it, gone back to tell the News of 
their Defeat, had not the King's Troops 


been as willing to receive the Prince, as 


the Fleet was to let him paſs. 


The French, the only Nation we have 


any Reaſon to fear, are ſo ſenſible of land. 
ing a few Troops in this Kingdom, with- 


_ out the Aſſurance of being join'd by the 
Natives, that tho' they were Maſters of the 
Sea in 1691, and particularly of the Chan- 


nel, having defeated our Fleet off Beachy, 
1 they did not attempt to land any Troops 


here in England, tho we had only a Mili. 
tia to defend us; all our regular Troops 
being in Flanders and Ireland. The Frencl * 
know that ttis in vain to attack 28 


while Engliſhmen are united, by any Force 


which is in the Power of France to. invadeh, 


us with. And they know alſo that the 


landing ſmall N umbers would be Hacrificing 


fo many Men. 

There is no foreign Power! can affect us 
while we are united, and we ſhall be al- 
ways ſo againſt Frenchmen, unleſs the bad 
Conduct of our Superiors force us to wiſh 
for a Change, And I won't anſwer 1 

b & 


Ly 
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i the People would not wiſh for ſuch a 
Change, if ever they ſhould be oppreſs'd 
2 8 by corrupt Miniſters, and a We lia. 
dent, ſupported by a numerous Standing 
y Army. 
such a Miniſtry and ſuch a Parliament 
x muſt have a Standing Army for their Sup- 
WW port; and a Standing Army will always 
very much contribute towards making a 
Je Parliament venal, and a Miniſtry corrupt 
Land voracious. They are Evils that natu- 
1- rally beget one another; therefore I think 
1x it a juſt and natural Concluſion, That with- 
ne out an Engliſh Standing Army, England 
n- can never be invaded with Succeſs. 

The Plain Reaſoner and I differ widely 
in our Notions of Invaſions and French 
Chains and Wooden Shoes. I think: we. 
have nothing to fear from France, while 
we are ſuperior at Sea, and are united at 
Home, which we ſhall always be againſt 
| e France, unleſs a Standing Army, a venal 
Parliament, and corrupt Miniſtry, oblige 
us to wiſh for a Change of Maſters. But 
he is of a quite different Opinion. A. 
Fleet, he ſays, be it ever ſo numerous and 
us ſtrong, can't guard us, becauſe the Prince 
al: of Orange landed, tho we had a Fleet; 
ally and laſt Year there was a ſmall French 
iſu Fleet in the Channel, tho' we had one in 

= the Downs. Admirable and concluſive 
Reaſoning for one that Tets up for @ Pub- 
| | D 2 „ 
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+ Regfoner | / But the Main of * 1 


ment is, that if France get Flanders from 
the Queen of Hungary, there is no tem. 
poral Power can ſave us from Chains. And 


therefore adviſes continuing the War, ing 


doubling our Debts and Taxes to ſuppor 

it, rather than take Lewis the XV hs 
Word, that he has no Defign upon the 
| Auſtrian Netherlands. 


I have already obſerved that France can N 
have no Deſigns upon Flanders, becauſe it 


_ wonttbring att F779 wpon her Back; 


 anT beanie the Dutch, who are next the | 


Danger, are u der no manner of Appre- : 
: henfion of being forced to wear Wooden 


| Shoes. I have ſhewn likewiſe, that tho 


France ſhould conquer Flanders, ſhe could 
not, from that Acquiſition, become more ; 
powerful at Sea than ſhe may without it, 

as there are no Ports on the Auſtrian Flo. 
miſb Coaſt, capable of being made fit for 

the Reception of Ships of great Burden, | 
But tho' France, either with, or without 
Flanders, can't affect us, if we are tenderly || 
and affectionately govern'd at home, Iam | 


not ſo ſure but the French would find an 
eaſy Entrance into this Iſland, ſhould our 
Reafoner's Scheme take, Place. ' Should 
our Debts and Taxes be doubled,. as he ad- 


viſes, in attempting the Reducement of 


= Francę, T don't think it wou'd be worth 
a Fat e 8 While to venture. his Life 
: againſt 


. 
* £5 4 
by 


Time that th 

to be leſs than in an 

the laifFem Bũt upon maturer 

Reflection, Could plainly ſee why the 

Court would 2 ſuch an Alarm to be 
c 


os TR 
againſt a foreign Invader, When a Man is 


_ as. miſerable as he well can be, a Change 
of any Kind 1s welcome to him. We pay 
5 er more Taxes than any Nation in 


Europe; and Hour cy be doubled, who = 
Wiüld be able to ſupport the Burden? We 
owe now a larger Debt than any People in 
the World, notwithſtanding that this venal 
Author lays France owes more; and ſhould 
our Incumbrance be doubled, who would 


not ſeek a Settlement for bis Poſterity 1 in 


tome other Country leſs burden'd? 


When firſt I read this frighten'd „ 


ſoner's Book, I wonder'd whence his Cow- 
ardice could proceed. I could not for my 
Life conceive why any Man of Senſe would 


have ſo great Dread of the French, at a 
irs all over urope ſeem. 


erioc J ce 


rung all over the Nation, on the Change of a 


few Miniſters and the Sitting of Parliament. 


Laſt Year, it was a French Invaſion ; this, 
it is the Conqueſt of Flanders ; the Next, 
if the, War holds, it may be a ſecond * 


ſion and a Plot. And fo every Vear, ſome- 


thing as frightful as the Conqueſt of Flan- 


ders. An Army and a Land-War, Foreign 
Troops and Subſidies to Foreign Sod: 
| may. anſwer the Purpoſes of H 
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tho not of England. Therefore to ring 
the Conqueſt of Flanders, French Cams 
and wooden Shoes in our Ears at ſo critical 
a juncture, was no more than may he ex- 
pected from a Cabinet ſteer'd by the H 7 
Rudder. But we Will tollow the Ringer 
in his Scheme. — 
«« The Beetles complain, (fays he,) wy 
e being loaded with Taxes ; and yet won't 
*« ſee that nothing but the Power of France 
can either nas us Slaves or Beggars, 
by robbing us at once, of both our Li- 
© herties and Properties. And however 
it may ſeem a Paradox to thoſe who 
K ſee Things only in a ſingle Light, yet 1 
© ſhall undertake to prove, that by ſtill 
adding to the public Debt, we cal not 
© only ſuppreſs the growing Power of 
France, and nip it in the Bud, but 
te alſo be in the moſt ready Way to be 
£4 cafier in our Taxes, As to France, if : 


e poſſible for her e ea "ON Pur ” 
| OE. 3 
* and the Reaſons are, that although her 
clear Revenues are beſs than ours, ber 
Expences are treble, &c.“ 
Ne goes on in the next Page 21. In 
this Light France appears at beſt but a 


© Bugbear that frightens weak Spirits, and 


* intimidates ſhort-ſighted Men. Firm- 


_ * neſs and Reſolution muſt make her ſink 
before us, and nothing but the contrary 
Behaviour 
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tc Behaviour can render her really power 


© ful.” ——This ſhrewd Reaſoner muſt 
certainly have been in an Ague while he 


was penning his Declamation ; for his hot 


and cold Fits are obvious throughout his 
whole Performance. In one Page, France 


is a terrible Monſter ready and capable of 


devouring not only Flanders and Italy, but 
our Britiſh Iſles and all Europe; but 


in the very next ſhe is but a Bugbear to 


frighten weak Spirits and intimidate the 
Short-fighted. France is every thing or 


nothing, Hut as it ſerves the whey qo of the 


Court and Miniſtry. 


It would frighten a plain Man to conſider 


how many Millions, no leſs than three Hun- 


dred and fifty, in ready Money, beſides Lok” 


Cloat 


oF Trade and Induſtry, this Bugbear and one 


more, the Exelęeuder, coſt us ſigge the Re- 


volution. Before that memorable Ara we 
Were in Poſſeſſion of moſt of the Trade of 
the known Wor ecauſe we had no Taxes 
to clog our Induſtry. We had no Rivals 

but the Dutch, who, in many Branches 


of Commerce could not equal us. We had 
the Weſt India Trade almoſt to ourſelves, 
and by Means of our Wool had ingroſs'd the 

ing of all or moſt Nations of the 
World. We had no Quarrels upon our 


Hands, and were at Peace with Mankind. 


Our Expences therefore Were moderate ; © 


little above Two Millions including our Civil 
and 
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and Military Eſtabliſhment. But how has 


the Scene alter d within half a Century? 


We have been in one Eternal round of 
Expenſive Quarrels; jealous of Mankind; 


ſacrificing our Peace and Commerce and 
encumbering Ourſelves beyond our Strength; 


and for what? Was it not to ſecure Our- 


ſelves againſt this Bugbear France, who 
never had the Power to hurt us Eſſentially, 


nor the Vill to ſend us, if ſhe could, the 


other Bugbear, the Pretender? France is 
is too politic to involve herſelf but where 
the has an apparent Intereſt in fo doing. 
But to force the Pretender upon England 


would not be her Intereſt, therefore ſhe 
never intended to attempt it in Earneſt, 


whatever ſhe may have done to frighten a 


People, ſuch as we are, that are fo eaſily 
ſcared out-of our Wits. — But we will 


examine what our Dictating Reaſoner ſays 
about France, this Scarecrow or Terrible 
Dragon, juſt as it ſerves the purpoſe of a 
Manne 88 

1f we puſh France, (he ſays,) tis impoy- 


ſible for her to continue her Purſuits ; and 


the Reaſons are, that her clear Revenues 
are leſs than ours, and her Expences are 
treble, One would think that an Author 
who takes upon him to lead a whole Peo- 


ple, ſhould underſtand what he preſumes 
to inform the Public of. But it ſo happens 


that our Reaſoner, who attempts dictating 


to 
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to the Nation, knows nothing of the Subject 


he handles; or, if he is ſkill d in it, baſely 
impoſes F alſchoods WER his Readers fot 
Truth. 5 
Why. is it more impodlible for Frantd 
than 'tis for us to continne her Purſuits, if 
you mean to continue the War? We are 
above fifty Millions in Debt, and France, 
tho' her Reſources ſurpaſs ours infinitely, 
owes not ſo much. We pay treble the 
Taxes the French do. Our Expences are 
pretty near equal to hers; and our Revenue 
falls far ſhort of hers. But what gives her in- 
finitely the Advantage of us, 1s, that her 
illing will go as far as three of ours. 1 
have the Experience of fifty Vears on my 
fide; you have but your zp/e dixit to ſup- 
port your Argument. Let us call to mind 
the laſt two general Wars, and remember 
how France held out, tho' never was be. 
fore, and probably we ſhall never again ſee 
ſo formidable an Alliance made againſt that 
Crown. Her Debts, at the Concluſion of 
the laſt War, amounted but to two thouſand 
ſixty- ty o Millions of Livres, which at 
Twelve- Pence Sterli ng to the French Livre, 
the xchange, one Year 
with another, for many. Years paſt, makes 
but 103 Millions Sterling, het our Rea- 


ſonen will have Lewis XIV. to owe near 
twice this Sum. 


"hee 
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„ 
Lewis the XIV. ſays be, Page 33. had 
« certainly as much Power to raiſe Money 
« on his People, as Lewis the XV. can 
_ © poſſibly pretend to, but yet he ran 175 
« Millions Sterling in Debt, &c.” The 
. the Shame for our Governors, that 


ave not to this Hour cad d us of our Debts, 
which did not exceed 50 Millions, when 
France, who.owed near four Times as much, 
got rid of molt of hers in a few Years after 
= War they were contracted in. 
Ihe far greateſt Part of the Debts of 

France were paid off, or put in an imme- 
diate Way of Payment m 1719, and the 
whole Amount of them was but 2062 
Millions of Livres, or 103 Millions Ster- 

ing. The Viſa in 1719 and 1720 proves 
the Truth of my Aſſertion, beyond all 

Diſpute. Let the Reaſoner rove his 
where he can. I am to ſuppidle however, 
mat he will hawl in poor Du Tot to ſupport 
nim in his falſe and abſurd Calculations, be- 
cauſe he affects to mention him frequently 
in his Book. As indifferent a Char 


Du Tot bears in France and elſewhere ; as 


"Uttzmphe i is to be credited againſt France, 
and in his Calculations, I will venture to 
ſay, that he does not aſſert France to have 
been indebted 175 Millions Sterling, or 
any Sum of Livres 8 to that Sum, af- g 
ter the Fer of Utrecht, . 


But 


quotes him. 


TM . 
But this is not the HF Burden flung up- 
on poor Du Tor's Shoulders by the Reaſoner. 
« *Tis evident that, in many Reſpects, we 
© are now in a much better Situation to re- 
e pel the Power of France, both by Sea 
and Land, than we were at the Revoly- 
% tion, The firſt Thing I ſhall mention 
to make this evident, is the reciprocal 
„ Debts, France, I do aſſert, is at this 
* Time above One bundred Millions in 
Debt; and thoſe who won't believe me, 
© may ſatisfy themſelves, by looking into 
« Du Tot, &c. Now I am one of thoſe. 
” that have look'd into that Author, and can 
find no ſuch Thing. But if Du Tet, who 
wrote about ten Years ago, as he aſſerts 
_ himſelf in the Preface to his Work, had aſ- 
ſerted the Debts of France to be 100 Mil- 
lions Sterling, I ſhonld think him to be no 
leſs falſe and inſolent than the Reaſoner who 
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Moſt of the Debts of France were li- 
quidated and paid off, or put in an im- 
mediate Way of Payment in 1219 and 
1720; therefore het wWeen the Year 1720 
and 1735, the Year in which Du Tot may 
be ſuppos'd to have ended his Calculations, 
it was morally impoſſible that ſhe could 
have contracted fo immenſe a Debt as a 
hundred Millions Sterling. France had no 
Wars but a very ſhort one with the late 
Emperor, in that Interval : And ſuppoſing 
EE » E3 = 
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her Expence exceeded her Revenues ſome 
few Millions the four Vears that War laſted 


how infinitely ſhort muſt her Debt be of 
what the Reaſoner ſays? 


| Let it be obſerved, whit this Debt of 'E ; 
hbundred Millions muſt. have been incur'd 


before the Year 1735. For, as I ſaid be- 
fore, Du Tot wrote in that Year; and our 
D Reaſoner bids all who won't believe him 
look into Du Tot, How likely is it then, 
that in an Interval of fifteen Years Peace, 
except a ſhort War of four Years with the 
late Emperor ſingly, France ſhould con- 
tract a Debt of a hundred Millions Sterling? 
The Thing is quite improbable; I may 
ſay impoſſible, in a Country where the Re- 
venue is more carefully huſbanded than 
any in Europe, Du Tot muſt mean the 
Debt due before the Year 1719; and the 
Reaſoner, who either did not underſtand 
him, or would impoſe on his Readers 
quote: him to maintain his falſe Hypotheſis. 
But how are we now in a much better Si- 
tuation to repel the Power of France than 
we were at the Revolution? This ſeems to 
me as much a Paradox, as where the ad- 
ventrous Reaſoner ſays, Page 23, That it 
is better for us to be one hundred Millions in 
Debt than fifty. When it is conſider d that 
our Author ſeals in the Marvelous, nothing 
that he advances, be it ever ſo extraordina- 
ry and abſurd, will be wonder'd at, Writ- 


Es 


* 


(9) 


ers of his Caſt are obliged to aſſume an Air 


of Superiority and Importance, and even of 


Singularity, to be taken notice of. Tis 
only for them who deal in Truth- and Ar- 
gument to write with Plainneſs, and walk 
in the common Road, As for your Dablers 
in Paradoxes and the Marvelous, they 
muſt ſtrike out new Paths, like the Authors 
of the By-Stander, and Fabi ion Detected, 
who aſſerted, that the great Increaſe of the 


Power of the People is become dangerous 
to the Crown. But leaving thoſe Dealers 


in the nyſterious Sublime to hug themſelves 
with the Satisfaction of making ſome of 
their Readers ſtare, puzzling others, mak- 
ing many laugh, but pleaſing nope, in what 


| Senſe are we better able now to repel France 
than at the Revolution? We had a full 


Trade then, paid few or no Taxes, and 
| owed not a Shilling. Can the Reaſoner 
pretend that this is our Condition at preſent ? 


Are we not tax'd to the Height, and has 


not our Trade declin'd as our Taxes in- 
creas d? And are we not above fifty Million 


in Debt? — But, ſays our Reaſoner, your 
Debt goes for nothing the more we owe, 


the better. He muſt mean this, or nothing, 


when he aſſerts that it 1s elves for us to be 


one bundred Millions in Debt than fifty. 


In one Senſe indeed, it may be ſo; but 


except in the fpiritual, I believe few will 


agree, that being in Debt adds to a Man's 


Happineſs. Some may think, as J ſuppoſe 
the 
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„„ 
the Reaſoner does, that Poverty and Sla- 
very are ſurer Guides to Heaven than 
Riches and Freedom. And in this Senſe 
I own, that owing one hundred Millions 
is better than owing but half the Sum. For 
the Power of the Crown would increaſe 
doubly by the double Increaſe of our Debts; 
and the Taxes now appropriated for the 
Payment of Two Millions, the Intereſt of 
our preſent Debt, would be doubled to pay 
Four Millions, the Intereſt of one Hundred 
ii a 
But to be ſerious; muſt not an Author 
be extremely ſingular in his Notions; or 
entertain a very mean Opinion of the Ca- 
pacity of his Readers, when he would at- 


tempt impoſing upon them in ſo glaring | 


and groſs a Manner? To tell a People 
groaning for near fifty Years paſt under the 


Preſſure of exorbitant Taxes, and almoſt 
ſinking under the Burden of an immenſe 


National Debt; a People grown effeminate 
and luxurious, from the Example of thoſe = 
that have been corrupted by the Court; a 

People juſtly complaining of a Decay of 

Trade, and the Embezzlement of the pub- 

lic Revenue: I fay, to tell ſuch a People, 

that they are now better able to ſupport a 

French War, than at the Revolution, when 
they ow'd not a Groat, paid few Taxes, 
had a flouriſhing Trade, and had moſt of 

the Powers of Europe for their Allies, , 

ſuch 


( 39). 


ſuch an inſolent Inſult upon their Undet- 


ſtandings, as one ſhall ſcarce hear of among 


Civiliz'd Nations. 


| To. follow) this vain - Reofiter + in all 


his Abſurdities would be an endleſs Taſk ; 


but ſome of his groſſeſt I can't help touch- 


ing upon. The clear Revenues: of France, 
he ſays, are leſs than ours, and her Ex- 
fences are treble, I ſhall ſhew from far 
better Authority than the Reaſoner, that 
this Aſſertion is falſe in all its Parts. And 


to this End, I ſhall oblige the Reader with 


a ſhort, but true Abſtract of the neat Re- 
venues. and Expences of France, ſo late as 


in the Year 1742, when her Expences ran 
as high as the laſt Year, or that unmediate- 
ly preceding. Theſe Abſtracts are taken >, 
from the original Accounts deliver'd into | 
” the proper Offices at Paris, and. publiſh'd . 
# here laſt Year, by a Cot who 

dedicates his Time more uſefully to the 


Service of his Country than moſt of his 
Cotemporary Writers: And of this the 


Nation in general ſeem highly ſenſible, By 
tlie generous Encouragement — meets with 


in his undertaking to publiſh a Compleat 


2 of England. 
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A fort State of the King of France's. Rea 


venues in the Year 1742. Taken from 
(1) a Calculation publiſh'd by Mr. Carte 


SY VV Livres. 
Demeſnes and Foreſts 1, 840, 000 
Tailles in the Countries of Elect. 3 b, Ioo, ooo 

Ditto — — Eſtates 7,000,000 


Ditto in the conquer'd Countries 6,800,000 
Capitation in Countries of Elect. 12, Coo, ooo 
Ditto — Eſtates 2, 200, ooo 
Ditto in the conquer'd Countries 4, 300, ooo 
Capitation of the City of Paris 4,600,000 
Particular Capitationss 1,20, ooo 
Free Gifts of the Clergy of France 2,400,000 
Tenths and Capitations of ditto 12,200,000 
Ditto of Clergy of Alſace, Per- 254,000. 
 prignan, Metz, Toul & Verdun 91 
Free Gifts of the ſaid Clergy 400,000 


— 


| 5 + _ | 95,912,009 | 
Free Gifts of Burgundy 1, 300, 000 
- — Languedoc 1,200, 00 
- Bretagne 1,800,000 
Provence 2,000,000 


. 6,300,900 


(1) An Account of the Number: of Men able to bear 
Arms in France, taken by the King's Orders in 1743, 
&c. /oid ty M. Covper, n Pater-nofter- Row. 


Revenues 


ON 


0 41 


The "WW of Colonies, all 
Charges deducted - q „512, 000 
Tenth enny. on the Eſtates of - 


the Kingdom in general, not > 21,784,914 
including the Clergy 


Livres. 


{ompalition . for ditto of the? 


| Clergy of France at Nine 


— Millions, but on Account 5 
of the Loſſes of Incumbents s 6,750,000 


by the Floods in 1740 re- 
duced to 3 | 
Compoſition of the Clergy of 17 
Cambray, Arras, St. Omer, “ 
Metz, Toul, J. or dit] Straſ-. 
- bourg, and Perpignan 


Tenth Faun on Salaries and . . 
Penſiongg . 2,417,682 8 
Farms general united + 84,060,000 


of Tobacco 11,000, ooo 


of Poſts and Carriers 4,200,000 
of Coaches and Royal 


- Caſual Revenues- 
Free Gifts extraordinary of 


Ditto of the Frontier Churches 1,240,000 
Tax on Induſtry 


Remainder of Lewis XVth's). 


happy Acceſſion to the I | 2,000,900 8 


Crown 


1 


Md read 


Total of the King 8 Revenue f ERA 


in 1742 


- 1,125,534 Sy 


Tolls _ 1 2,400, 000. 
225, oo 
the Clergy of France br: 12, ooo, 600 


Fun 400 


By 


(42 ) 

By this Abſtract it appears, that the clear 
Annual Revenues of France, the Exchange 

at Twelve - pence per Livre, as in my former 


Calculations; : amount to upwards of thirteen 


Millions Sterling. And except the Taille, 
which we may iuppoſe was not levy'd when 
France was at Peace, I don't ſee but this 


Account agrees with Monfieur Du Tot , 
an Author, for whom our Reaſoner eins 
to have a particular Veneration, tho tis 
plain he underfiatds but little of him. Da 


Tot computes Lewis X Vih's Revenue at two 
hundred Millions of Livres, which at my 
Exchange is ten Millions Sterling. (2) Les 
Revenus de Louis XV. font aujourd'buy de 
 200Millions. And again, (3) Et les 200Mil- 

lions de Livres dont Joutt Louts XV. attuelle- 
ment, &c, Andlet it be always remember'd 

that this FrenchAuthor comes no lower down 

than 1735. and that his Computations run 

for fourteen Years back, a Period of time © 
in which, for a hundred Years paſt, theTaxes «K 
of France were never lighter, 5 
Now whether we compute the neat Re- 
venues of France at ten Millions Sterling 
without the Taille, or at more than thirteen 
Millions with it, we ſhall find they exceed 
- our Britiſh Revenues very conſiderably. 
When have our Revenues amounted to ten 


- Millions exclufive of the Land Tax, which 


is pretty near the ſame with the FrenchTaille, 
(2) Vol. 1. page 428. (3) Vol. 2. page 38 1. 
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or to more than thirteen Millions: that Tax 
included? We have ſeen ſometimes ten Mil- 
lions granted by Parliament, as 44% Year par- 
ticularly, tho' ſo little has been done for ſo 
vaſt an Expence; but it hasnever been known 
that that Sum, or any thing like it, has been 
rais'd or collected within the Year. Yet if 
we can't gain upon ourſelves to believe what 
we know to be falſe, we are Infidels, and 
muſt ſeek for Satisfaction of Monſieur Di 
Tot, whom our Reaſoner looks. {pn as an 
inſpir d Author, 
The firſt thing (ſays be, page 355 1 
* ſhall mention to make this evident {that 
© we are better able to repel Prance now 
than at the Revolution] is the reciprocal 
« Debts. France, I do aſſert, is at this time 
* above one hundred Millions. Sterling in 
* Debt; and thoſe WhO won't believe me, 
may ſatisfy themſelves by looking into Du 
* Tot, whoſe Veracity the French themſelves 
ot have never diſputed, becauſe they knew 
* jt was not diſputable ——Thoſe who will 
* look into the ſame Du Tot, will find the 
natural Revenues of France little differ- 
« ent from thoſe of England. | 
As infallible as "I Tot may be with 
our Reaſoner, I can aſſure him, that all ge 
ſays is not look d upon as; Goſpel i in France. 
But ſuppoſing he ſpeaks Truth, Where does 
be fay that his: Countiy owes at this Time 
above a hundred Millions Sterling! I inſiſt 
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ſince 1217. 
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upon it, that Du Tot ſays no ſuch Thing. 
He could not ſay it withont expoſing him- 
ſelf as much as our Reaſoner, who I dare 


| fay underſtands not enough of the French 


Language, to underſtand Du Toft. This 
French Author does no where aſcertain the 


Debts of France, But had he done i it, and 


knew what he was about, he would not have 
made them amount to half as much as ours. 
| Therefore until the Reaſoner produces ſome 


better Authority than himſelf, 1 beg Leave 


to ſay that France does not owe one fourth 
of the hundred Millions he aſſerts ſhe does, 


-And I think my Word may 90 as far as his 


With any Man, who may have remark'd © 
the Methods, I won't lay how juſt, that 4 


-France made Uk of 


ut what Credit can our Raabe bart 5 


With a Man, who conſiders how intrepidl 
he bolts out every Thing ever ſo falſe and 
unlikely,” provided it anſwers his preſent | 
| Purpoſe ? When he wrote his Pamphlet, he 


never thought that any one wou d be at the 
Pains of expoſing him; or perhaps did not 


| care if he were expoſed. Therefore, pro- 
"vided he could ſerve. his Pay- maſters, and 


petſuade his Readers to a likine of a Land- 
War, he troubles not his Head about the = 


"Truth of his Afſertions.——Thoſe, ſays he, 
Wo will ot "Tio Dy en n fend the 
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natural Revenues of France little di iferent £ 
2 thoſe of Englanc. 

Had the Reaſoner read, or underfiocd ; 
5 Du Tor if he read him, he would never 
fo bluntly father chat upon the innocent 
Frenchman which he never ſaid. I have 
ſhewn above, that Du Tot aſſerts Lewis 
! XVth's annual Revenue to be 200 Millions 
| of Livres, or ten Millions Sterling ; and that, 
ls aſſert, is exclufive of the Taille or Land- 
Tax, which produces annually near ſixty 
Millions, or about three Millions St 
This is proved by the Abſtract of the Reve- 
nues of France, "wh I quote above fromm 
> Mr. Carte's Calculations. N ow, unleſs the 
EReaſoner can ſhew that the Revenue 
England amounts to ten Millions excluſive 
of the Land-Tax, and to thirteen Millions 
5 when tis included; unleſs, I fay, he can 
do this, he muſt paß with all Men of Sin 
Cerity, for what he i is, the moſt inſolent, ar- 
Bitrary, unfair Author, that ever dared at 
Ns Fits. to impoſe on the Public. 
As much in Love as our Reaſoner ſeems = 
to — with Monſieur Du Tot, he is too wiſe 
to follow him a Step further thin does for 
his own particular Purpoſe. His Buſineſs 
being to give Engliſmen 2 Gouſt for a 
French War, he was to produce Frande in 
2 deſperate Condition, ſunk over Head and 
Ears in Debt, without Revenue, without 
Cad, and without Coin. We have ſhewn 


what 
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what Credit ought to be given him, with 


| Regard to her Debts and Revenue; and 
Du Tot ſhews us very plainly what her 


Coin was in 1720 and 1728; and as for 


her Credit, I think the late Tontin or Sup- 
ſcription of Annuities for Life, ſhews that 


her Credit is as ſound as ever, The Sub- 


Teription was fill d immediately; and ſuch | 
Numbers were left out that the Court was 
petition'd for a new Subſcription. This is 
a Proof, that we are not to expect to run 
don France for want of Credit, at leaſt 
| not till we win as many Battles of her as in 


Queen Anne's Reign. 


But let us hear what Du Tot fm: af he 9 
Wealth of this poor exhauſted Country, 
which the Reaſoner fancys we ſhould be 4 


able to ſwallow up in a Campaign. Let 
me add however, that this Campaign muſt | 


not be ſuch as our two laſt were. 


The beft Way of judging of the Wealth 


of any Country is by its Specie. The coin d 
Bullion of a Country may be deem'd its þ 


political Barometer; it being certain that it 


Increaſes or decreaſes in Proportion to the 
National Wealth in general, and the inland 
and foreign Trade carry'd on by its Inhabi- 
_ tants. If then we may judge of the Wealth 
of England and France by the coin'd Bulli- 


on in each Country, we ſhall find ourſelves 


in no Condition to ſupport an ' expenſive 
Land-War againſt that Cron. 


Some 
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Some have computed our Specie at twelve 
Millions, ſome again at thirteen, but none 
have ſuppoſed it to exceed fifteen M illions, 
Now if Du Tot may be believed, which I 
ſuppoſe the Reaſoner won't diſpute, the 
Specie of 'France is above four Times as 
much as ours at the higheſt Computation, 
He ſays, Page 260 of his 1ſt Vol. that the 
Gold and Silver Specie of France, in 1721, 
was above twelve hundred Millions of Livres; 
and Page 332, that it was thirteen hundred 
Millions in 1728. So that computing the 
Exchange at twelve Pence the Livre, as we 
have done all along, the Specie of France 
Was at a Medium fixty-two Millions and a 
half Sterling. Nor are we to ſuppoſe it 
diminiſh' d ſince, becauſe more Money came 
from Germany and the North to France, 
fince Du Tot wrote, to purchaſe the rich 
 Growths and Manufactures of that King- 
dom, than ſhe was. 2 to ſend out in 
4 Specie to pay her Subſidies. 
But the Caſe is quite different with us; 
every Shilling we ſend out to pay Subhidies 
and our Armies on the Continent, is a clear 
Loſs to the Nation, becauſe we have no 
Commodities they want in thoſe Countries, 
' which abound in moſt of our Products and 
Manufactures. For Inſtance, what does 
Flanders want or take from us in Return 
for the Millions we ſend thither to pay our 
Tons and the Urponors of the War? No- 
thing, 
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thing, or but very little, becauſe the Hh 
ing, abound in every Thing we haye ; and 
ſend us moreover Lace and Linens 3 an 
immenſe Value. Therefore we may. well 
ſuppoſe, that the coin'd Bullion of France is 
rather increas d than diminiſh'd ſince D 
Tot wrote, and that. ours is greatly de- | 
read. 
7:6 We have, (ays che Reaſoner,) Re- 
« ſources. infinite; whereas the French 
© have none, but the Affiſtance of Spain 
„ (which is perhaps not over burthen d) and 
in the Hopes, one Day, through our Di- 
e viſions, of conquering Flanders, and in 
« an adyantageous Peace.” I would be 
glad to know from the Reaſoner, what 
"hoſe infinite Reſources are which he ſays 
we have. Except martgaging the Sinking | 
Fund, or doybling our Taxes, I ſee no Re- 
ſources we have. While we have Credit, 
we may have Money; hut ſhould bad Suc- |” 
ceſs deſtroy that Credit, Which it certainly E 
would, where would qur Reſources be then? 


Now I take the Reſources of France to be ? 


Infinite, while ours are very moderate and 
circumſeribed. There is an infmite Wealth 
in that Country, - Perhaps don't ap- 
pear, becauſe the SubjeRs of a deſpotie Prince 
don't think it prugent to make a Parade of 
their Riches, But let it be conſider d What 
_Hiiuife 15 78 there wu be | in a Kingdom 


Whoſe 


JJ; 
Leet us ſuppoſe then that France ſhould 
keep us at V 


F N 


whoſe Specie amounts to near Seventy Mil. 


lions Sterling. 


As J gave an Abſtract of the Revenues 
of France in 1742, it may be expected ! 
: ſhould give alſo an Account of her Expen- 
ces that Year; and particularly as I pro- 
miſed ſo to do. But not to ſwell this Eſſay 
to too great a Bulk, I muſt refer the Reader 
to Mr. Carte's Account publiſhed laſt Year 
| by M. Cooper. I muſt inform him how- 
ever, that the whole Expence of France in 
that Year, where ſhe had vaſt Armies in 
Bavaria, Bohemia, and Weſtphalia, a- 


mounted but to 284 Millions, and her 


clear Revenues that Year amounted to 
about 265 Millions; ſo that the Debt in- 
curr'd by France that Year was but nine- 


” 


5 Millions, | or about | 9 50 thouſand 0 


us at War for ten Years, as in our 
two laſt Wars with that Crown, and that 


© ſhe runs not in Debt above a Million or two 
a Year, her clear annual Revenue being 


about thirteen Millions Sterling, What new 


Debt muſt we incur every Year, if we muſt 
| expend as much as ſhe? Suppoſing our 


Credit to hold during the War, which is 


not likely, we can never raiſe aboye eight 

Millions within the Year, therefore muſt = 

we run above five Millions in Debt every 
Year, And conſidering our own Expence, 


* an 
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and what large Subſidies we muſt 17 K our 
needy Allies, we can't expend annually leſs 
than thirteen Millions. 


The Misfortune B 15, that great part of our 


Revenue is ſunk in Penſions, Bribes, and 


various Articles of Corruption. But in 
France there is not a Shilling of the clear 
Revenue ſunk into any Miniſter's Pocket. 

e King buys every thing he wants för his 


| Houſhold, Armies, and Fleets' cheaper than 
any Man in his Kingdom. There is not the 
leaſt Embezzlement, but on the contrary the 
greateſt Oeconomy imaginable in the lay- 

ing out the annual Revenues of France. 


We may judge of the Oeconomy of the 


French Cabinet by the Article of /Secref? 
Service ond foreign Penſions, ſtated in Mr. = 
Carte's Abſtract of the Expences of France. 
in 1742. It amounts but to 2, 570, 00 Livres, 
a Sum not exceeding 159,000 Pounds Ster- 


ling. Had by the ſame Occaſions, were we 7 


engaged with as many Powers, had weas a- 

ny ſecret Negociations as France, J dare ay | 
the Article of Secret Service would tiſe to A 
| Million at leaſt. The Difference is, that in 


France every Penny allowed by the Govern: | 


ment is truly and honeſtly laid out as deſign 
but here in England, tis well if 720 Thir 


of the Sum allow'd don't ſtick to the Kuens 
Hands it paſſes through, For this Reaſon, 
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15 well as chat the Revenues of France. ex- 
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I cxed ours raſtly, that her Debts are not 
near as large as ours, and that her Crown 
will go as far as three of ours, we certain- 

| ly are no Match for the French without 
= the Dutch, who don't ſeem inclin'd to join 
us. And I am afraid, even ſhould they 
join us, the Match would be more unequal 
than a Patriot Engh/bman would with it. 
But a Patriot Engliſhman and our Rea- 
feiner are two Animals as different as the 


crafty Fax and the generous Lion. The true 
Enxgliliuman, like the Lion, Teeks the Good 


of. his Count without envying other Na- 
* tions, or W = No to involve his own in 
hazardous expenſive Wars, merely out of 
© Pride and Jealouſy, But the Reaſoner, like 
' the, ſubtil Fox, conſults his own private In- | 
tereſt more than the publick Good. He cares | 
not what becomes of the Country, fo he 
2} gainshis Point. He is paid for juſtifying the 
= Ne of the late buſtling Miniſter, and 
r We to earn his Wages. Tis in- 
1 tet the Wages of Iniquity : But what  - 9 
* NR be myſt eat, and troubles not himſelf 
Þ Friar Cauſe he draws his venal Pen, lo | 
1 Jy it. But beſides 90 5 I 


Fs Pore us? Wn it is well known, 
that ts ready Way to enſlave a People is 
19k make them poor. 1 wiſh this may not 
8 have 
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have been Part of the Scheme of our Cas | 


binet for thirty Years paſt, 


There is no Light we can view this Rea: 
foner 1 in, but he muſt appear an Enemy to 


this Nation. There is no diſputing that his 


Iatention is to render us Beggars and Slaves. 
And however ſpeciouſly he declaims con- 


cerning France and Flanders, he lays him- 
ſelf open in ſo many Parts of his Work, 


that it is impoſſible not to ſee his Drift, The 


Increaſe of our publick | Debts, ſays he, 


is the moſt probable, i not the only Means 
of leſſening our Taxes. And to render this 
clear to the meaneſt Capacity, it is neceſſary | 


60 go round about, &c. 


He does indeed take a very g great Round, : 
but he might as well have ſtood fill all the 
Wh le; = I defy any Man living to find 
out any thing elſe he means, except the 
perſwac ing us into a liking of a General Ex- 
c(iſe. lt follows then, ſays he, in the 
ſame Place, Page 22, that if all thoſe 
© various Duties we pay were laid on the 
* Conſumer, they would, in their reſ- 


pective Ranks, be only one, inſtead of 


many.“ — That he means a General Ex- 
ciſe, appears evidently from what follows. 


he preſent Objection to this Method 


"0 is two-fold ; one on the part of the 
State, the other on the part of the Peo- 
4 0591 On the part of the State, they 


* don't chooſe to bring down the "Taxes 


* ta. 


* Is N 
4 * Vs. 
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4 to the Conſumer, becauſe of the 9 5 


Number of Employments in the 


« ſent Situation, in the Gift of the Ruling 
«Miniſter ; nor do the People chooſe it, 


0 becauſe they conclude it muſt be done 
by way of Exciſe, to which they have 


© ſuch an Averſion, as is not to be ſur- 
* mounted, but by being to the laſt De- 


buy fees diſtreſſed by much worſe Mea- 
u 


res. It follows, that nothing but ex- 


1 treme Neceſſity can bring the two In- 


& tereſts to a Point; and nothing create 


© that Neceſſity but ſuch a Burthen, as in 


« the preſent Situation of Things is not 


« to be borne ; ſuch Taxes occaſioned by 
e ſuch Debts, as our Eſtates are not in 
“ any Senſe able to pay, which by making 
the public Debts double what they are 


* now, will be pretty near the Caſe.” 
Here the Reaſoner diſcovers himſelf be- 
yond a Poſſibility of miſtaking that he 


wears the Court-Livery, We are to 
into an Expence, which would neceſſrily 


double our Debts and Taxes,” that we may 


be brought to admit of a General Ex- 
die, which would put us irrecoverably 
in the Power of the Court. Here we may 
clearly ſee why the Negotiations at Hanau 


were fruitleſs ; why pacific Offers, which 


would have 180 the Queen of Hun- 


gary, the late Emperor, the Dutch, and 
all rye, except one Prince, were re- 
ee, 


5 Bed We ; may ſee here alſo that Spirit 
of Reſentment 152 the forced Neutrality 


Reaſoner's, Pamphlet, which was to lure 


beggar us, and by Conſequence render us 
Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water 
to our more: cheriſh'd. younger Brethren | 


tefted,. Like this wile Reaſoner, be would 


Would become better than that of . Reg+ / 


Leaf, of bis Work, and args hes be hre 
ben pt Tide 
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for H, and the Attack at Dettingen, 
which has inſlam ' d all Europe, and con- 
tributed to the Increaſe of our Burden, 
In fine, here we may ſee the Drift of the 


us into Meaſures which would inevitably 


"This was as the Didicine.. of that other * 
Court-Seribler, the Author of Faction He- 


perſuade us to worry. France, till we ſhould 
leave gurſelyes nothing worth. contending 
for. *Fis-a, Court-Doctrine; and has been 
fo fon above half a Century; but never 


has heen cultivated with ſo uncommon Zeal 
and Vehemence as lately; nor by any 


Writer with Jo much Warmth and Indiſ- 


Cretion, as by this vague, abuſive, wſolent 


Declaimer, whom. the Name of 2uibbler * 
ſoner. The firſt he appears to be in every 
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